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Our Stewardship 

Digital Donations 

A number of you have begun to use Givelify to make your donations even when we’ve not been able to gather 

in person—and we thank you for continuing your giving.  Feel free to check out our giving page 

on our website or use your phone to scan the little QR code in the bulletin that looks like this —> 

You can make one-time donations to either church, and also give to third Sunday missions, our 

Bible trail or something else that you would like to support.  Our online giving also allows you to 

set donations on a weekly or monthly schedule if you like automatic giving. 

We are glad that this online giving option has been useful for you during this time of isolation and also for our 

guests.  Please do take a look and let us know if anything needs to be corrected or improved. 

 

Stewardship During Covid 

It has been a strange year so far, with some opportunities disappearing and others 

appearing.  Both churches still have bills coming and need your financial support 

during this time, but we also have a chance to do some other stewardship work.  Many 

of you have been testing online efforts from a number of churches, and we need to 

continue to improve ours as well.  Let us know what works and what doesn’t.  Both 

churches also have a number of minor projects that need doing inside and outside our buildings, and we also 

need to do a good inspection of our campuses.  If you have time, take a good look and talk to the Trustees. 

 

Thank You for Your Participation in Missions 
This month, our 3rd Sunday mission offerings will be taken on May 15th.  The Davis Corners congregation 

will be collecting for Wounded Warrior Project and the Dells-Delton congregation will be collecting for  

Cystic Fibrosis this month.  Please support these worthwhile partner ministries with your additional 

offering as we work together to bless and care for the communities around us and those much less fortunate.  

Please continue to bring items for the Holy Cross and Dells/Delton United 

Methodist combined pantry donations.  This month we are collecting Dish Soap for 

the pantry.  Please be aware that the pantry is also looking for volunteers to help 

them in their current need. 

Be sure to check out the Dells/Delton and Davis Corners Facebook pages!  

 facebook.com/UMCdells   or    facebook.com/DavisCornersUMC 



 

 

 

 

 
Our Stewardship 

Life Is Good—May 2022 

 “Life is good.” You may disagree, but “Life is Good” is a registered and trademarked expression by the “Life is 

Good” people for whom, life is good. The “Life is Good” logo is a stick figure named Jake who wears a black beret, 

beatnik sunglasses, and flashes a giant grin. Jake is often posed in any number of activities that bring simple 

pleasures to life — hiking, surfing, flying a kite, walking the dog.  

“Life is Good” started inauspiciously as brothers Bert and John Jacobs hawked homemade novelty T-shirts in the 

Boston streets and door-to-door through the college dorms. They 

were literally living in their van down by the river. They found their 

key to success when they printed 48 shirts of Jake over the saying, 

“Life is Good” for a 1994 street fair in Cambridge. The shirts sold 

out by noon. People were crazy for the simple and sunny philosophy. So much so, that the sincere and optimistic 

slogan has grown into an $80 million-a-year merchandise line sold by 5,000 distributors in 14 countries.  

One key to the success of “Life is Good” merchandise lies in the interpretation of those who own the products. 

Someone wearing the kayaking Jake shirt announces both his hobby and the simple pleasure that makes his life 

good. But cancer sufferers and survivors have also flocked to the merchandise line due to its simple, clear 

worldview. “Life is Good” is the hopeful battle cry of the cancer afflicted and the celebration song of cancer 

survivors.  

There’s an implicit sense of truthfulness to the slogan which preserves its widespread appeal. The Jacobses are 

quick to note the humility of the assertion — life isn’t perfect or great, but it’s good. They know there’s plenty of 

bad in the world but find it better to focus on what’s good. John claims that the slogan is an affirmation of the here 

and now. “Don’t determine that you’re going to be happy when you get the new car or the big promotion or when 

you meet that special person. You can decide that you’re going to be happy today.”  

In the church, we have a similar saying, but I don’t think that it’s trademarked. “God is good, all the time. All the 

time, God is good.” This is more than an observation, however. Among other things, it’s a promise that our good 

God is with us and is active in our lives when we are struggling and in the valleys of life and when our hearts are full 

of the many blessings we have received and we are filled with joy.  

Yes, life may be good, but if it is, it’s because “God is good . . . all the time.”  

  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  



 

Bishops urged to work for 'big-tent' church 

After long wishing that United Methodists could remain together in one body, Bishop Cynthia Fierro 

Harvey acknowledged that the time has come when some will break away.  She spoke as the week’s 

Council of Bishops meeting got underway — just days before the planned May 1 launch of the Global 

Methodist Church, a new theologically conservative Methodist expression. 

“Every part of the body is important to the whole,” Harvey preached April 25 during her final address 

as the Council of Bishops president. “I also realize that it might be time to bless and send our sisters 

and brothers who cannot remain under the big tent.” 

She expressed grief that some people have decided they belong elsewhere. However, Harvey also 

shared her hopes that the international United Methodist Church will remain a big tent — a 

welcoming home to Christians no matter their sexual or theological orientation. 

Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news 

  

Report released on church’s net-zero efforts 

It’s been a year since most of the agencies of The United Methodist Church committed to reducing 

greenhouse-gas emissions to a point in 2050 where they are adding nothing — net zero — to cause 

global warming.  The most important lesson learned so far? It’s an extremely complicated endeavor.  

“An important focus of this work is equity and justice,” said the Rev. Jenny Phillips, senior technical 

adviser for environmental sustainability at United Methodist Global Ministries, who is a co-convener 

of the agencies' net-zero effort.  “We’re counting emissions, but how are we also going to track and 

count our equity injustice impact?” Phillips said. “That’s a puzzle that we don't have an answer to yet.”  

Read more at:  https://www.umnews.org/en/news 

 

“My deepest awareness of myself is that I am deeply loved by Jesus Christ and I have done nothing to earn it or deserve it.” 

– Brennan Manning  

 Denomination News 



 

Bulgaria-Romania United Methodists vote to leave 

After long wishing that United Methodists could remain together in one body, Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 

acknowledged that the time has come when some will break away.  She spoke as the week’s Council of Bishops 

meeting got underway — just days before the planned May 1 launch of the Global Methodist Church, a new 

theologically conservative Methodist expression. 

The Bulgaria-Romania Provisional Annual Conference has voted to leave The United Methodist Church and join 

the Global Methodist Church when that new, traditionalist denomination begins operations on May 1. 

Over their bishop’s objection to the process, Bulgaria-Romania conference members unanimously approved a 

disaffiliation resolution on April 1, during the conference’s annual session, held in Varna, Bulgaria..  Bishop 

Patrick Streiff of the Central Conference of Central and Southern Europe oversees the Bulgaria-Romania 

Conference and in an April 7 statement said the vote to leave was taken “without legal basis in the (United 

Methodist) Book of Discipline.”  

Though bishops preside at annual conference sessions, Streiff said the members went around him, electing a 

clergy member to preside for the vote to disaffiliate. Streiff, in his statement, said he told the conference 

members that the disaffiliation they sought could only be done under Paragraph 572, which spells out a 

lengthy, multi-step process, including approval by General Conference. 

Streiff said that when members challenged his ruling, he explained that “the question before us becomes a 

question of law that I will submit to the Judicial Council” — and that no vote on the resolution could come until 

the court ruled.  However, Streiff said “members then continued the meeting without my presiding,” choosing 

the Rev. Daniel Topalski, former superintendent of the Bulgarian United Methodist Church, to preside. 

 

Full communion plans with Episcopalians on hold 

With so much uncertainty within the United Methodist fold, a proposed full-communion partnership between 

the denomination and The Episcopal Church remains on hold.  The Episcopal Church has no plans to vote on full 

communion when it gathers for its General Convention this July in Baltimore.  The Rev. Margaret Rose, 

deputy for ecumenical and interreligious relations for The Episcopal Church, told Episcopal News Service that 

any plan for full communion would be with the portion of The United Methodist Church that is LGBTQ-

affirming.  

Read more at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news 

 Denomination News 



 

Annual Conference 2022 Ingathering 

Each year at our Annual Conference, gathering churches are asked to donate items 

for people in need or people suffering from disasters. This year the conference 

Mission Motivation committee is working with Midwest Distribution Center to collect 

items for the Personal Dignity Kits and Home Care Kits. Midwest Distribution Center 

distributes the kits locally, nationally and internationally to those in need during 

times of crisis.  

For a complete list of kits being collected please  visit:  https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news 

MissionU 2022 

Great news—COMMUNITY is God’s desire for us! Join Mission u 2022 as we 

reflect on the community that Jesus is calling us to be! This year, as we study 

Luke 13, we find ourselves in a period of disruption and uncertainty.  

In the midst of a devastating pandemic, divisive political climate, unaddressed systemic racism, 

ecological crises and economic turmoil, we turn to the stories of Jesus that have anchored Christian 

communities for two millennia. Our newly designed Mission u 2022 is more flexible than ever. You 

may choose to do an in person class or a Zoom class. The text for the class, Who Can We Be 

Together?, will be available soon.   In person at Christ United Methodist Church, Watertown, WI on 

July 28- July 30.  Zoom  online event July 12, 14, 19, 21 (4 evening sessions)                               

 

Wisconsin Conference Disaffiliation Task Force Recommendations Prepared 

The task force based its work on the 2019 General Conference legislative language which addressed 

the issue of how a church might leave the denomination while retaining their building and other 

assets, which are held in trust for The United Methodist Church.  

The report of the Disaffiliation Task Force is being published in the 2022 Annual Conference 

Workbook, to be acted on at that session, allowing churches seeking to depart time to complete the 

process prior to December 31, 2023.  

 Conference News 



 

Dells-Delton Outreach 

Outreach held its first monthly free Community Dinner on Thursday, April 

21st from 3:30 to 7pm.  The supper went well and about 20 people enjoyed 

fellowship and a meal.  Thanks to Bonnie for her leadership and all who 

help at the dinner.  Additional dates will be May 19th and June16th.  Our 

pie social fund raiser will be held on Saturday, June 18th. 

Have a blessed  month.  —outreach  

 

Altar Flowers at Dells-Delton 

Holy Cross has invited us to help supply flowers for the altar on Sundays. If you 

would like to honor a loved one, acknowledge a birthday, anniversary, special 

occasion, or for no particular reason at all, there is a sign up sheet above the counter 

in the narthex and an instruction sheet on how to go about doing this for 2022.  

Prices have increased this year to $40.00. 

 

Dells-Delton UMW 

DD & DC earned $357 each by hosting the SW District UMW Spiritual Growth Day last month.  We 

received many compliments, especially the food!  The DD UMW annual Salad Luncheon is Thursday, 

May 5th from 11am-1pm.  Please have your salads or desserts to the kitchen no later than  10am, earlier 

if possible.  We will be setting up for the luncheon on Wednesday March 4th at 10am.  We also need 

help serving and especially the clean-up.  Luncheon Tickets are $9 and take-outs are available.   

 

Fellowship Sunday 

Dells-Delton will meet at River’s Edge  Sunday, May 22nd after church.  Dells-Delton will also have their 

5th Sunday Pot Luck May 29th.  

 

Bible Path 

The Bible Trail is officially open for the year so be sure to invite friends, family and neighbors to enjoy 

our trail. Dave Kaiser will be coordinating our efforts on trail maintenance for the summer.    We are 

planning to add a tabernacle display to the trail sometime this summer.  

 Congregational News 



 

Dells-Delton Corporation Board  

Many thanks to all who help with the cleanup of the grounds around the church.  Most of the winter 

and spring debris was removed and we are ready for the outdoor season around the church.  As 

always, feel free to move or let us know if anything else comes down during the year.  Plans are 

underway to address a number of dead trees along County A and also at the corner. 

 

Davis Corners UMW 

Davis Corners UMW met at Donna's home April 4th.  We discussed the organization name change to 

"United Women in Faith" and decided to remain UMW for the remainder of this year.  The SW 

Region of UWF/UMW Spiritual Growth Day at Dells Delton UMC went well with much positive 

feedback.  Next on the agenda will be the Pie Social at DD UMC on June 18th.  Each member should 

plan to provide 2 pies.  The next meeting will be on May 2, 2:00 at the DC Hall.  Carolyn & Beth will 

be hosting.  

 

— Respectfully, Nancy  
  

Bible Studies this summer 

 Pastor Lee is planning for an evening Bible study and discussion over the 

summer months.  . 

 

Share Your Testimony 

Starting in March, we are inviting  someone to share their story as 

we begin our worship service on the 4th Sunday.  We don’t always 

practice sharing our faith, so we are going to spend a little time 

each month getting some practice and sharing ideas.  These 

stories can be about how you came to faith, what God means in 

your life, or what happened recently where you saw God in action 

or He called you into action.  

Let’s share these stories and encourage each other as we honor 

God. 

 

“Faith doesn’t always mean that God changes your situation. Sometimes it means He changes you.” – Steven Furtick  

 Congregational News 



 

Peace and Blessings! 

Pastor Lee 
 

We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to everyone who has a birthday this month.  

We hope we have all of the birthdays on the calendar.  Please let us know if we’ve missed anyone. 

 
**Additions, Corrections or Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:   news@wisconsindellsumc.org 

 

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

May has arrived and it looks like Spring will actually happen this year!  The grass is greening, the 

flowers and trees are budding, and we’re even getting some moisture back in the ground.  This is 

the season for beginning new and planting the crops for the coming year..  The Methodist church 

has been stuck for some time and with the delay of another General Conference it seems that 

things will not improve in the near term.  In the midst of this, a new Methodist denomination will 

come into being on May 1st named the Global Methodist Church. 

What does this mean for the rest of the Methodist church?  It’s hard to say at this time.  The new 

denomination plans to begin with the foundation of Methodism, and carefully handle traditional 

scriptural interpretations of the Church.  Perhaps the remaining United Methodist Church will 

remain with its current Discipline, or perhaps it will change and follow other denominations in 

changing its stances.  We won’t know for certain, at least not legislatively until fall of 2024 when 

the General Conference finally meets (unless something else intervenes.) 

But we continue to do our ministries here in the Dells.  Dells-Delton started a free community 

meal last month and we had a couple of guests that were thrilled to spend an evening with us.  

Plans continue for our Salad Luncheon, Pie Social, Soup Supper and other community outreach 

events (and I really like the ones with food.)  We will keep being a blessing to the communities and 

we will keep noticing when we are blessed because God is very good to these two congregations. 

Am I unsettled about what is going to happen over the next two years?  Yup.  There has been a lot 

of noise lately and I don’t like it because much of it has been about challenging congregations and 

interrupting ministry.  I don’t mind challenges or interruptions, but I do evaluate them to see if 

they are worthwhile or productive.  So far, I’ve seen little that is either so I try to focus on what is 

in our control—and there is a lot that is happening for us to respond to.   

Remember that we, as Methodists, are do-ers.  We focus on putting our faith in to action, whatever 

that looks like today.  I thank all of you that have given lately to our special ministries, especially 

the Ukraine, and ask that we keep doing all the little things as well.  Talk with the people around 

you in the stores; see who needs encouragement or a meal; give of your time, talent and treasure 

in a way that shows you know God loves you—because He does.  Whatever comes, Jesus is still 

risen and we have our salvation secure in Him.  To God alone be the glory and honor forever. 


